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Storm Drain Stenciling
Our volunteer group is stenciling storm drains in this area.

Why are we doing this?
This project got started because we are concerned about our
lakes, rivers, and streams. We want to make our community
aware that we all contribute to water pollution.

What’s the problem?
Most storm drains flow directly to the nearest lake, river, creek
or stream - not a water treatment plant. When it rains, runoff
picks up litter, yard waste, excess lawn fertilizers and pesti-
cides, and oil that has dripped on to streets and parking lots.
The EPA estimates that 60 percent of all water pollution is due
to runoff pollution, making it the single biggest cause of water
pollution in the United States.

What can you do to help?

We all contribute to runoff pollution, also called nonpoint
source water pollution. Do not dump anything down the storm
drain that you would not want to swim in or drink.

* Use less fertilizer on your lawn.

+ Avoid pesticides.

« Compost yard waste.

* Recycle used oil.

» Wash cars on the lawn, not the street or driveway.

« Pick up after your pet.

» Don't litter.

For more information, contact DHEC’s Water
Watch Coordinator at (803) 898-4211, or visit
www.scdhec.net/wwatch.
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